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Chapter  5  

GOD’S SWORN COVENANT  
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V.    GOD’S SWORNCOVENANT  

INTRODUCTION  

To grasp the flavor of the word “covenant” one must re-capture today the ancient 
meaning and significance of the word. Archaeology has revealed the setting and 
import of the ancient practice of covenant-making between a conquering king and 
his conquered puppet. Bible covenants partook of the same elements.  

A.   The Bible meaning of a “covenant”:   ( like ancient non-Biblical treaties )  

1.  The sovereign-vassal pact between a victorious king and a defeated puppet.  

2.  Not a negotiated compromise, but a unilateral decree.  

3.  Not to bargain together, as John 9:22: “for the Jews had already agreed that 
     if anyone confessed Him to be Christ,” ( suntithemi.)  

4.  But to appoint: Luke 22:29  “and just as My Father has granted Me a 
     kingdom, I grant you”   (diatithemi)    

5.  Hebrews 9:16   diatheke, not suntithemi, is a man’s last will or testament.  

6.  The Hebrew word berith means “to tie or bind” and stipulates how a puppet  
ruler must be loyal to the victorious sovereign. He was bound in locked-in 
relationship.  

B.   Covenant Elements in Ancient Vassal Treaties : 

1.  Sovereignty acknowledged and benefits rehearsed: Exodus 20:2  “I am the Lord 
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.” 
(The covenant always began by praise for the conquering king.)  

2.  Cutting the covenant animals: Jeremiah 34:18  “ will give the men who have 
transgressed My covenant, who have not fulfilled the words of the covenant which 
they made before Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between its parts—.” 
(See Genesis 15:10.) Walking between split animals to pledge loyalty in the face of 
death.  

3.  Sprinkling of blood: Exodus 24:8: “Behold the blood of the covenant.” (See 
Matthew 26:28: “this is My blood of the covenant,”) Blood was a sobering element 
that represented the taking of a life.  

4.  The visible seal or token for future remembering: Genesis 9:12: “This is the sign 
of the covenant.” ( This was a seeable expression that would permanently be a 
reminder, lest the people forget. ) 
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5.  The tables of the testimony deposited in a temple: Exodus 31:18: “The two tablets 
of the testimony.” (These would be periodically read, as was the Law to be read).  

6.  The sovereign’s longsuffering mercy to encourage the vassal to obey: Exodus 
20:6: “but showing loving-kindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My 
commandments.” (This was tolerance, grace, or charity to motivate in addition to 
fear),  

7.  Covenants were “forever” only as long as the covenant was in effect, but could be 
replaced or changed: I Samuel 2:30-36: Eli’s house “forever” but later cut off. 
Likewise the Sabbath, incense, priesthood, and sacrifices were “perpetual,” but were 
“changed” (Hebrews 7:12) and “the new made the first old” (Hebrews 8:13). The 
terms describing duration were to mean as long as the covenant was still binding.   

THESE COVENANT ELEMENTS ARE FOUND IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
COVENANTS TO PREVIEW HOW THEY WILL BE FOUND IN THE NEW COVENANT.  

A.   God’s Sovereignty Acknowledged and Past Benefits Rehearsed: 

Genesis 15:1  “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; Your reward shall be  
                        very great.”  

Exodus 19:4  “You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I  
                        bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself.”  

Exodus 20:2  “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt,  
                       out of the house of slavery.”   

Deuteronomy 7:9  “Know therefore that the Lord your God, He is God, the faithful 
God, who keeps His covenant and His loving-kindness to a 
thousandth generation with those who love Him and keep His 
commandments;”  

Hebrews 10:23  “for He who promised is faithful;”  

Hebrews 11:11  “Since she (Sarah) considered Him faithful who had promised.”  

Romans 4:21  “being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able  
                         also to perform.”  

Titus 1:2  “in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long  
                  ages ago,.”  

Hebrews 3:10  “And they did not know My ways’;” (didn’t trust His love,  didn’t 
know His benefits) 
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Our faith or confidence is founded squarely upon the sovereignty and integrity of 
God.  

The will of God and the acts of God are outgrowths of the attributes of God, who 
cannot be unfaithful.  

His great all-powerful character demands that we humbly and obediently submit to 
His will.   

His will is for our good. Our will must capitulate, not stipulate. His will is as superior 
to ours as is His wisdom.  

B.   God Swore With A Solemn and Binding Oath  
       ( He “Cut” A Covenant With Abraham ) : 

Jeremiah 34:18, 20 “I will give the men who have transgressed My covenant, who  
have not fulfilled the words of the covenant which they made before 
Me, when they cut the calf in two and passed between its parts—, 20- 
I will give them into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of 
those who seek their life. And their dead bodies will be food for the 
birds of the sky and the beasts of the earth.”  

Genesis 15:10-11 “Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and  
laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds._  
The birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram 

drove them away.”  

Genesis 15:13 “God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will  
be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved 
and oppressed four hundred years.”   

Genesis 15:17-18 “It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and  
behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which 
passed between these pieces. _On that day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given 
this land, ….”  

Hebrews 6:13 “For when God made the promise to Abraham, since He could  
                         swear by no one greater, He swore by Himself,.” 
Hebrews 6:16-19  

16  For men swear by one greater than themselves, and with them an oath 
given as confirmation is an end of every dispute. 17 In the same way God, 
desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, 18  so that by 
two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who 
have taken refuge would have strong encouragement to take hold of the 
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hope set before us. 19  This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope 
both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil,”  

Luke 1:72 “To show mercy toward our fathers, And to remember His holy covenant,”  
(Zacharias foretold how God was about to keep the promise He swore to 

Abraham).  

Christians are the “heirs” of God’s promise to Abraham, so what He wanted to show 
us is how trustworthy His sworn promise is so that we could build our confidence 
upon Him and His immutable counsel this means that we do not have to trust our 
own unsteady faithfulness. We surety try to be faithful, but we do not trust our part 
as the foundation, since it will never be perfect at best, but God’s part is perfect. 
God’s oath was to insure our confidence. He swore and cannot lie. We have the hope 
generated by God’s oath as an anchor for our soul.  

C.   God Dedicated His Covenants With Blood: 

Exodus 12:13  “The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live;  
                          and when I see the blood I will pass over you,…”  

Exodus 24:8  “…Behold the blood of the covenant,...”  

Hebrews 9:14  “How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eter- 
nal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God? ”  

Hebrews 9:22  “… and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.”  

Colossians 1:20  “… having made peace through the blood of His cross; ...”  

Revelation 12:11  “And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb …”  

Matthew 26:28  “for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for  
                           many for forgiveness of sins.”  

Hebrews 10:29 “How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve  
who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as 
unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and 
has insulted the Spirit of grace ?”  

Blood was a symbol of a life given to cleanse the offerer from sin. It was a somber 
and serious symbol.  

It demanded the commitment of one’s life in return, because a life had been taken in 
one’s place.  




