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V. GOD'SSALVATION BY PROMISE

INTRODUCTION

1. Someone recently asked me, “Are you really sure you are going to heaven? How
are you sure?’ (How would you have answered?) | said, “Because of God's sure
promise.” (Was this a good answer?)

2. Some are sure that they are going who are not going (these have unfounded
confidence).

3. Some are not sure that they are going who are going (these lack unrealized
confidence).

4. Our faith and confidence can be as sure as God’ s promise (He cannot lie).

5. It dl boils down to whether we can trust and will trust God’s promise (and act
likeit).

6. Trust demands commitment. Faith is not faith only, nor is it unconditional
security. We must trust and obey. But we cannot trust how we obey nor trust that we
obey, asthisis an opposite error as serious as faith only.

7. But real trust brings confidence, security, and peace, because it relies upon God
and not upon ourselves (“to be happy in Jesus we must trust and obey”). Thereis no
security, peace, nor joy in self-trust.

8. Think of some great promise which some great person made you which you
trusted and acted upon (like your marriage partner). Thisis how believerstrust Christ
and commit themselves in obedience to Him.

9. But most peoplereally do not trust God. Instead:

We trust money, thinking it brings security and pleasure, but it does not bring these
lastingly. We trust preachers and brotherhood scholars, thinking that surely these
“experts’ can be trusted, but good and sincere scholars led many away into ultra
conservative-ism 40 years ago.

We trust ourselves, what we do, not what Jesus did, but grace and peace come from
“God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,” not from ourselves.

10. This section will study how salvation in the Bible-wide view is by God's sure
promise, and not by man’sreliability.
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A. BIBLE'STHEME

The first mention of redemption (in Genesis 3:15) was a promise. It promised that
victory over Satan would come because God would win a battle that man couldn’t.
The rest of the Bible works out the details of that first promise. The next major
statement of the original promise was made to Abraham with added details for
implementation.

Genesis 3:15 The Serpent was promised: “He shall bruise you on the head,” (the
woman’s seed would conquer the Serpent).

Genesis 12:3 Abraham was promised: “And in you all the families of the earth will
be blessed.”

Genesis 22:18: Abraham was later promised: “In your seed all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed,”

The “blessing” which Abraham’s seed would bring the nations was the forgiveness
of sins. This corresponded to the head-bruising victory over Satan promised earlier in
Genesis 3:15. This victory-blessing would come by means of the seed of the woman,
who would aso be the seed of Abraham. Notice how David and Peter both identity
the “blessing” asthe “covering” or “forgiving” or “turning away” of sins:

Genesis 22:18 “In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,”

Psalms 32:1-2 “...How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, Whose sin
iscovered! How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute
iniquity, ...”

David's relief from the guilt of a ruined home and murdered husband caused by his
own lustful adultery was a tremendous burden lifted. Since there was no possible
way for David to restore the husband and home, the blessing of forgiveness was a
notable example of God's mercy. It was a blessing based upon promise, not upon
attainment.

Acts 3:25-26 “It isyou who are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant
which God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘*And in your seed all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” For you first, God raised up His
Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your
wicked ways.”

Since Peter’ s promise here was that “every one” of the murderers of Jesus could be
blessed by their sins being forgiven, he explains that they did not deserve this, but
were the “sons’ or heirs of the promise to Abraham that all families of the earth
would be “blessed” in Abraham’s seed. The “blessing” of sinsforgivenisfor
horribly unworthy sinners and is based upon God' s promise to Abraham asre-
expressed and repeated by the prophets and either accepted or rejected by the Jews
from Pentecost onward.
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B. MANY YET ONE

Like a mighty river with many tributaries, God’ s one Bible-wide promise to forgive
sins is the Bible's one stream, though it has many parts, phases, and details of
outworking. This helps us keep “on track” in seeing the Bible' s theme. Notice how
God's “one track mind” — forgiveness in Abraham’s seed — meets the need of

man’s “one-track problem” — sin:

Genesis 12:1-3: “Great land, great name, great nation, great descendent”
(but the first three merely to bring the last).

Ephesians 2:12: “...strangers to the covenants of promise,”
(notice plural covenants, but singular promise).

Acts 13:32: “We preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers,” (notice
one promise to all the fathers).

Hebrews 11:9 “Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; “ (the land).

Acts 26:6 “And now | am standing trial for the hope of the promise made by
God to our fathers,”

(The one hope of the one promise made unto all the fathers was fulfilled in the
Gospel for which Paul was judged).

Acts 26:7 “the promise to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, asthey
earnestly serve God night and day, ...”

(since Judaism had missed their one promise by rejecting the Gospel).

The land and nation promises were merely vehicles to bring the seed promise (like
an envelope). They were the carriers, the seed or descendent was the substance.

“The” promise is all-embracing, because man has only one problem —sin.
Only one promise is needed.

Once man’ s one sin-problem is handled, countless subordinate blessings come.
To receive any of God’s promises, the basic promise must first be received.

Paul had the fulfillment of the promise God made to Israel, so amillennial reign was
not promised them, because Paul did not have amillennial reign.

The theory of amillennial reign points our mind toward a final coming promise and
away from the real present promise.
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A snake has many problems, like crawling on its belly, eating dust, having poor
visibility. But these are not actualy its real problem. Its real problem is in being a
snake, and because it is a snake, al these other problems follow.

Man's only real problem is his sin — he is a sinner. All his other resultant and
consequential problems follow from the real problem. So the scheme of redemption
concentrates on the real problem of sin and shows that its solution takes care of all
the secondary problems.

C. RECEIVED NOT, YET RECEIVED

D.

God's one promise fulfilled in Christ saves believers in both directions, both in the
Old Testament and in the New. Man has only one problem, and God has only one
solution, so the one promise fulfilled in Christ is God’s only solution for man’s only
problem in any age.

The Old Testament believers received not the fulfillment of the promise until it was
fulfilled, yet they received the promise stated and looked forward to its fulfillment.
Thisissimilar to the unrevealed and fully revealed mystery.

Old Testament believers “received” the promise only in prospect, as they actualy
received it later when Christians did. They could not literally receive forgiveness
until Christ died. Notice these distinctions :

Hebrews 11:39 “And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did
not receive what was promised,.”
( Not actually, but only in prospect. )
11:40 “because God had provided something better for us, so that apart
from us they would not be made perfect.”
(the same promise but “better” because now fulfilled.)

Hebrews 9:15 “ For thisreason Heis the mediator of a new covenant, so that,
since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that
were committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may
receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.
(those “called” under both covenants received the actual fulfillment
at Jesus desth).

Hebrews 6:15 “And so, having patiently waited, he obtained the promise.”

WHY THE LAW WASADDED

The Law of Moses was added to the scheme of redemption not to change or add
anything, but to show the need for the promise by cataloging man’s sinfulness and
pointing up his need for forgiveness which man could not achieve himself by his
own worth and works. In this way the Law was a “tutor” to bring the Jews to Christ
and a“tutor” to us on our need for the promise.






